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Faith-Based and Behavioral Guidance Derived from the Semantic
Implications of Qur'anic Readings: A Study of Surahs An-Nisa’ and
Al-Ma’idah as a Model
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Email: ssrraal00@gmail.com

AAbstxract

This study addresses a precise and significant topic: the extraction of
faith-based and behavioral guidance from the semantic implications of the
various Qur’anic readings, through an applied analytical approach focusing
on Surahs An-Nisa’ and Al-Ma’idah. These two Medinan surahs address a
range of legislative, social, and doctrinal issues that directly impact both
individual and communal life in Islam.

The study is based on the premise that the variation in Qur’anic readings
is not merely a linguistic difference, but a divinely intended diversity that
holds deep semantic, spiritual, and pedagogical dimensions. These can be
harnessed to reinforce sound belief, refine conduct, and direct the Muslim
towards practical adherence to the divine path. The research aims to shed
light on a frequently overlooked dimension in Qur’anic studies — the faith-
based and behavioral implications of the variant readings — moving beyond
purely linguistic or recitational perspectives.

This work involves a detailed analysis of selected verses from Surahs An-
Nisa’ and Al-Ma’idah, exploring the canonical readings (gira’at) found
therein. It highlights how each reading contributes to expanding or
deepening the meaning, and how it conveys specific spiritual and ethical
lessons — such as promoting trust in God, justice, piety, repentance,
fulfillment of covenants, and respect for human dignity, among other core
Islamic values.

The research clearly demonstrates that the diversity of Qur’anic readings
represents a rich legal and pedagogical resource, reflecting the vastness and
flexibility of Islamic law while reaffirming the unity of its divine source and
purpose. Therefore, incorporating the implications of these readings into
faith and character development emerges as a promising path in the
broader field of Qur’anic reflection — one that transcends rote
memorization and recitation to actualization and transformative practice.

Keywords: Faith-Based Guidance, Behavioral Guidance, Semantic
Implications, Qur’anic Readings, An-Nisa’, Al-Ma’idah.
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0 I'rab al-Qira’at ~ al-Sab*  wa ‘Ilaluha
Author: Abu ‘Abdullah al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Khalawayh al-
Hamadhani al-Nahwi al-Shafi‘i (d. 370 AH)

Etlj_ilged and introduced by: Dr. ‘Abdulrahman al-‘Uthaymeen (d. 1436
Publisher: AI—Khanfl Library, Cairo — First Edition, 1413 AH / 1992 CE
Institution: Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah

0 Al-Bahr al-Muhrt (in Tafsir
Author: Muhammad ibn Yusuf, known as Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi (d.
754 AH [correct date: 745 AH])
Edited by:

e Volume 1 & 10: Sidgi Muhammad Jamil al-*Attar
e Volumes 2 to 7: Zuhayr Ja‘id
e Volumes 8 to 10: ‘Irfan al-‘Asha Hassounah
Publisher: Dar al-Fikr, Beirut
0 Al-Budir al-Zahirah fi al-Qira’at al-‘Ashr al-Mutawatirah min
Tarigay al-Shatibiyyah wa al-Durrah
Author: ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Qadhi (d. 1403 AH)
Followed by: “Al-Qira’at al-Shadhdhah wa Tawjthuha min Lughah al-
‘Arab” by the same author [Not included in this digital version]
Egé){lsgér Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut — First Edition, 1401 AH /

O Al-Tabsirah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab*
Author: Makki ibn Abi Talib al-Qaisi al-Qayrawani al-Qurtubi
Publisher: Al-Dar al-Salafiyyah, India
Editor: Muhammad Ghawth al-Nadwi

O Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim
Author: ‘Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida’ Isma‘l ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-
Dimashqi (d. 774 AH)

Footnotes and commentary by: Muhammad Husayn Shams al-Din
Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut — First Edition, 1419 AH / 1998

CE
Al-Tafsir al-Bastt
Author Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Wahidi (d. 468 AH)
8r|g|nal edition based on 15 PhD dissertations from Imam Muhammad ibn Saud
niversity
Publisher: Scientific Research Deanship, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic
University

O Hujjat aI—era at
Author: ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Zanjalah, Abu Zur‘ah
Editor: Sa‘id al-Afghani
Publlsher Al-Risalah Foundation

Al-Hujjah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab¢

Author Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Khalawayh, Abu ‘Abdullah (d. 370 AH)
Editor: Dr. ‘Abd al-°‘Al Salim Makram (d. 1429 AH), Assistant Professor,
Facult of Arts - Kuwait University
Publisher: Dar al- Shuruq, Beirut

0 Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil wa ‘Uyian al-Agawil fi
Wujih al-Ta’wil
Author: Mahmud ibn ‘Umar ibn Ahmad al-Zamakhshari (d. 538 AH)

0  Al-Kashf ‘an Wujih al- era at al-Sab‘ wa ‘Ilaliha wa Hujajiha
(Commentary “Al-Tabsirah”
Author: Abu Muhammad Makki |bn Abi Talib al-Qaisi (355-437 AH

v
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Editor: Dr. Muhyt al-Din Ramadan
Publisher: Al-Risalah Foundation, Beirut
O Al-Muharrar al- Wale fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz
Author: Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Ghalib ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
‘Atiyyah al-Andalusi al-Muharibi (d. 542 AH)
Editor: ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Shafi Muhammad
Publlsher Dar al-Kutub al-“Ilmiyyah, Beirut

Majaz al-Qur’an

Aut;wr Abu ‘Ubaydah Ma‘mar ibn al-Muthanna al-Taymi al-Basri (d. 209
AH

Editor: Muhammad Fuat Sezgin
Publisher: Al-Khanji Library, Cairo — Edition: 1381 AH
O Munjid al-Muqri’in wa Murshid al-Talibin
Author: Shams al-Din Abu al-Khayr Ibn al-Jazari, Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Yusu (d. 833 AH)
Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah — First Edition, 1420 AH /1999 CE
O Studies in the Phllosophy of Ethics
Author: Muhammad Yusuf
Publisher: Hindawi Foundation, 2017 CE
Ma‘ani al-Qur’an

Author Abu Zakariyya Yahya ibn Ziyad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Mandhir
al-Daylami al-Farra’ (d. 207 AH)
Editors: Ahmad Yusuf al-Najjati, Muhammad ‘Ali al-Najjar (d. 1385
AH), ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma‘il al-Shalabi
Publlsher Egyptian Publishing and Translation House — Egypt

Mafatih al-Ghayb = Al-Tafsir al-Kabir

Author Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn al-
Taymi al-Razi, known as Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 = AH)
Publisher: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut — 3rd Edition, 1420 AH
0 Al-Muhtasab fi Tabin Wujih Shawadh al-Qira’at wa al-Idah ‘Anha
Author: Abu al-Fath ‘Uthman ibn Jinni al-Mawsili (d. 392 AH)
Eﬁltlorg ‘Ali al-Najdi Nasif, ‘Abd al-Halim al-Najjar, ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma‘il al-
alabi

Publisher: Ministry of Awqgaf — Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, Egypt
Date 1386-1389 AH / 1966-1969 CE

Ma‘ani al-Qira’at

Aut?or Abu Mansur Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Azhari al-Harawi (d. 370
AH

Publisher: Research Center — College of Arts, King Saud University, Saudi
Arabia — First Edition, 1412 AH /1991 CE

O Al- Mawdlh fi Wujih al-Qira’at wa ‘llaliha
Author: Nasr ibn “Ali ibn Muhammad al-Shirazi, known as lbn Abi Maryam,
Abu ‘Abdullah
Editor: ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Tarhuni
Publlsher Al-Jam‘iyyah al-Khayriyyah I| Tahfiz al-Qur’an, Jeddah

Al-Nashr al-Qira’at al-‘Ashr
Author Shams al-Din Abu al- Kha r Ibn al-Jazari, Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Yusu (d. 833 AH)
Editor: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Dabba‘ (d. 1380 AH)

Publisher: Al-Matba‘ah al-Tijariyyah al-Kubra [Reprint by Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah]
O Al-Hidayat al-Qur’aniyyah: Foundational Study
Authors:  Taha  ‘Abidin, Yasin Hafiz, Fakhr al-Din al-Zubayr
Publisher: Deanship of Scientific Research — Umm al- -Qura
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