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Mixing and Its Impact on the Narrations of the Hadith Narrator
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Abstxr=act

This research explores the critical issue of the reliability and precision (hifz and
dabt) of narrators transmitting Prophetic hadiths, as this is one of the most
essential conditions for the acceptance of narrations in the science of hadith
transmission. The accuracy of a narrator has a direct impact on preserving the
Sunnah and distinguishing between authentic and weak narrations. Scholars of
hadith, both past and present, have devoted considerable effort to documenting the
conditions of narrators—especially those who were known to have experienced a
period of confusion or memory deterioration (ikhtilat) at some stage in their lives.

This study highlights how classical scholars categorized such narrators based on
when the confusion occurred, how it affected their reliability, and whether it was
possible to differentiate between what they narrated before and after the onset of
ikhtilat. Dedicated works were authored to document and verify these details,
showcasing the remarkable precision of the Islamic methodology in hadith
criticism and its commitment to safeguarding the Prophetic tradition from any
form of error or inconsistency.

The research further examines the methodological approaches of hadith critics in
evaluating narrators affected by ikhtilat. This includes a close analysis of their
statements, the criteria used for differentiation, and the resulting implications on
the final judgment of a narration’s authenticity. Practical examples from the
classical works of al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil (discrediting and accrediting narrators) are
also provided.

The study ultimately aims to emphasize the rigorous critical standards developed
by hadith scholars in this domain, to establish the foundational principles for
judging narrators who experienced ikhtilat, and to demonstrate how these
principles contribute to maintaining academic justice and verifying the Sunnah on
firm, scholarly grounds.

Keywords: Memorization, Precision, Narrators, Confusion [Ikhtilat),
Al-Jarh Wa Al-Ta‘dil, Prophetic Hadith, Conditions Of Acceptance.
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