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Narrators on Whom Imam ‘Abd al-Rahmian ibn Abi Hatim Disagreed with His
Father, Imam Abu Hatim, in the Judgement of Their Reliability: A Critical
Comparative Study through the Book “al-Jarh wa al-Ta“dil”

Inas Abd al-Sami° Muhammad ‘Allam

Department of Hadith and Its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for
Women, Alexandria, Al-Azhar University, Egypt

Email: enasabdalsamea.18@azharedu.eg

Abstxr=act

This study presents a critical comparative analysis of the differences between Imam ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Abi Hatim and his father, the prominent hadith critic Imam Aba Hatim al-Razi,
regarding their evaluations of specific narrators, as recorded in the seminal work al-Jarh wa
al-Ta‘’dil. The aim is to examine these differences by juxtaposing both opinions on the same
narrators, identifying which views align with the broader consensus of hadith critics and
which do not.

The research is structured into an introduction, three main sections, and a conclusion. The
first section provides biographical backgrounds of both imams and an overview of al-Jarh wa
al-Ta‘dil, subdivided into three parts: a biography of Imam Abu Hatim, a biography of Imam
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Hatim, and an outline of the structure and significance of the book
itself.

The second section—forming the core of the study—analyzes the narrators over whom the
son’s judgement differed from that of his father. It is divided into two parts: (1) narrators
evaluated differently in terms of authentication and recommendation (i.e., trustworthy,
acceptable), and (2) narrators evaluated differently in terms of criticism and weakening.

The third section addresses the specific terminology of thigah sadiq (trustworthy, truthful)
used by Imam ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Hatim, offering insights into his nuanced approach to
narrator evaluation.

Methodology:The study employs inductive, analytical, comparative, and inferential methods
to extract and evaluate data from primary sources.

Findings: The study underscores that scholars of hadith criticism did not uncritically accept
the opinions of one another; instead, they subjected all evaluations to the rigorous principles
of jarh wa ta‘dil, emphasizing the necessity of examining all available views, especially from
moderate and balanced critics.

It highlights a commonly acknowledged fact among scholars: Imam Abu Hatim was notably
strict in his assessments of narrators.

Recommendations:Greater attention should be given to the contributions of early hadith
scholars and the valuable content preserved in their works.

Researchers should explore the critical questioning methodology employed by Imam ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abi Hatim, as al-Jarh wa al-Ta“dil largely resulted from his extensive inquiries
posed to his father, Abii Zur‘ah, and other eminent critics.

Keywords: Abii Hatim, Disagreements, Al-Jarh Wa Al-Ta‘dil, Ibn Abi
Hatim, Hadith Criticism
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